
 
Information regarding THEORY ORIENTATION EXAM – Sunday, August 30 – 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
 
 
Dear incoming graduate students in music, 
 
Welcome to MSU. I hope this finds you healthy and well in the midst of a time that has been unusual for 
everyone and very challenging for many. I'm looking forward to meeting many of you later this month. 
 
I'm writing with information about the Graduate Orientation Exam in Music Theory, which will take place 
online on Sunday, August 30th from 1:00 to 5:00pm Eastern Daylight Time. Please log into the "Music Theory 
Graduate Orientation Exams" site on D2L (d2l.msu.edu) by 12:30pm EDT that day in order to make sure you 
are ready. Members of the music theory faculty will be available through the D2L chat feature from 12:30 to 
1:00pm in case you have any questions before the exam starts. 
 
There are two exams that all new graduate students need to take on the 30th: an aural skills exam and a 
basic written music theory exam. Many of you will take just those two exams. A score of 70% or better on the 
aural skills exam exempts you from taking MUS 201 (Aural Skills Review), and a score of 70% or better on the 
basic written music theory exam exempts you from taking MUS 200 (Music Theory Review). If you need to 
take MUS 200, it needs to be completed before taking any other theory courses. There are two additional 
exams, which are optional: one in counterpoint and one in instrumentation/orchestration. If you score 70% 
or above on one of these optional exams, you may take an advanced course in the subject without first taking 
the introductory course. If you aren't sure whether you should take them, please contact me in advance 
(mrc@msu.edu). 
 
The exams are equipped with security measures to ensure academic integrity. You'll use a special browser 
that ensures that you do not visit any other websites or apps during the exam, and you will be monitored and 
recorded by a web camera in order to ensure that you are alone in the room and you are not using any 
printed materials, texting or calling anyone during the exam, or otherwise collaborating or cheating.  
 
These security measures are built into D2L, and the easiest way to install them is to take a practice exam. By 
August 20th, please log into D2L, open the "Music Theory Graduate Orientation Exams" site (you might 
have to search for it at the upper right of your home screen), and then take the exam entitled "Practice 
Exam." When you open the exam, it will lead you through installing the two pieces of software that you need 
for the security measures, which are called Respondus Lockdown Browser and Respondus Monitor. You can 
read about them here: https://web.respondus.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RLDB-Quick-Start-Guide-
D2L-Student.pdf. Once they're all installed, you'll be able to take the sample exam (which does not affect 
your MSU course placement whatsoever). 
 
Please note that the exams need to be taken on a computer. They will not work on a phone or tablet. 
If you get as far as submitting the sample exam, you can rest assured that your equipment is set up properly 
for the real exams on the 30th. If you encounter any difficulty when trying to take the sample exam, or if you 
have any other questions about the orientation exam in general, please don't hesitate contact me 
(mrc@msu.edu) at any time. 
 
All best, and see you (at least virtually) soon, 
 
MC 
 


