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July 27, 2020 

 

Dear College of Music Students, 

 

Greetings from East Lansing.  We hope you, your family members, and friends are safe 

and healthy in this unusual and challenging time.  I write to let you know a great deal of 

assessment and non-stop planning has been taking place in order to welcome you back 

to campus for Fall Semester in a safe manner for a productive set of experiences.  This 

planning has been guided by President Stanley together with 22 subcommittees as well 

as the College of Music staff, faculty, and administration.   

 

This will be the first of a set of communications from the College of Music to keep you 

updated.  We will also refer you to university web sites which are constantly being 

updated and will contain comprehensive information, policies, and procedures.  We will 

soon follow up with links to a Music FAQ and other web pages specific to the college.  

In the meantime, if you have questions please send them to my executive assistant, 

Shawn Myrda Mahorney (myrdasha@msu.edu), who will respond ASAP and forward to 

the person in the college best equipped to answer your specific inquiry. 

 

This return planning will be gradual, and we anticipate guidelines will evolve as we 

receive guidance from state, local, and university authorities as well as professionals 

who are assessing best practices for issues relating to music in response to changing 

conditions. 

 

• Latest University Reopening information including news, updates, resources and 

support: https://msu.edu/together-we-will/ 

• MSU FAQs: https://msu.edu/together-we-will/faqs/ 

 

Physical Distancing, entrance protocol, and wearing face coverings are essential for 

all students, staff, faculty, and visitors 

• Music facilities will have signage indicating occupancy limitations, specific 

directions for entrance, one-way corridors, and appropriate 6’ spacing (a 

diagram will soon be posted on our web site). 

• All entrances will have wall mounted hand sanitizer that should be used as you 

enter. 

• All persons will wear face coverings when on campus unless in a private room 

with the door closed and with noted exceptions below when performing or 

rehearsing. 

• Staff who are not essential for onsite student instruction will be working 

remotely in order to lessen the density of the facility.  Advisors, front office 

staff, and others who are important to support onsite instruction will use a 

combination of onsite meetings while distanced and remote communication. 

• The University has developed the MSU Community Compact.  This compact 

which applies to students, faculty, staff, alumni when on campus, contractors 

and vendors, asks us to all take personal responsibility and follow certain 

standards and procedures as part of the MSU Community. 

mailto:myrdasha@msu.edu
https://msu.edu/together-we-will/
https://msu.edu/together-we-will/faqs/
https://president.msu.edu/communications/messages-statements/2020_community_letters/2020-07-22-reopen-update-compact.html


• University Communications has developed two videos: one Spartan student 

outlines health and safety procedures and the second gives you a look at how 

classes will look this fall. 

• The College of Music has gradually introduced a pilot applied teaching and 

practice program in music facilities that was reviewed and approved by EHS 

(Environmental Health Services).  This program began with seven piano 

students with safety protocols and has been quite successful.  The program has 

been expanded to include percussion and will be shortly expanded further to 

include strings, woodwinds, brass and other members of our music community.  

This program is helpful as we further develop and refine our facility use 

protocols. 

 

Music facility inspection and usage 

• All music facilities (Music Building, Music Practice Building, Billman Pavilion, 

Fairchild Theatre, Concert Auditorium, Alumni Chapel, Demonstration Hall) 

will have had systems inspected, including HVAC capacity. 

• Most academic classes are listed as hybrid.  This means the majority of the 

learning will be virtual with opportunities to engage more directly through 

Zoom or other platforms.  There will be some courses combining virtual and in-

person experiences: freshman seminar, conducting, chamber music, diction, 

vocal literature, pedagogy, as well as some jazz and composition classes. 

• Lessons will take place in larger classrooms and performance/rehearsal spaces 

with the exception of some piano, percussion, and string studios where one can 

maintain appropriate distancing while wearing masks.  

 

Practicing 

• Practice spaces will be assigned. 

• Protocols for sanitizing the spaces (and piano keyboards if used) following use 

will be forthcoming and posted to our web site. 

• Empty time will be assigned between practice room use. 

 

Places to study and participate in virtual work 

• A typical schedule, as currently planned, will have a combination of virtual and 

in-person class requirements. Spaces that are distanced for your virtual work 

will be available within our facilities as well as in the Union and Library. 

 

Large Ensembles 

• Will meet in person with reduced personnel. 

• Bands, orchestras, jazz bands will have a maximum of 20; choral between 12 

and 20; opera theatre a maximum of 4. 

• Lexon/plexiglass shields will be used; cleaning protocols will be shared. 

• Performances will take place livestreamed and without audiences usually from 

new rehearsal/performance spaces in Billman Pavilion. 

• Auditions will be in person for bands and orchestras; choral and jazz ensembles 

will be auditioned virtually.  Specific details will be shared. 

 

https://youtu.be/HB1pw3dFMv8
https://youtu.be/dVWv9mEUs8o
https://youtu.be/dVWv9mEUs8o


Applied lessons 

• A variety of formats will be used but we are currently planning mostly in-

person. 

• Spaces appropriate to the characteristics of the instrument/voice involved will 

determine the location. 

• Scheduled downtime will be used between lessons. 

• Shields as well as fully extended clear shower curtains will be used as 

appropriate; disinfecting protocol will be shared. 

• Communication will be forthcoming regarding the mode and location in which 

your professor will be teaching. 

• High quality microphones have been purchased for use when the mode of 

instruction is remote. 

 

Student Required Recitals 

• Will be scheduled in Cook, Hollander, Murray Halls and Fairchild Theatre. 

• Current plan is no audience except teacher; may be livestreamed. 

• Faculty recitals have been suspended for Fall Semester to give priority to use of 

these spaces for student recitals, rehearsals and other scheduled classes/lessons. 

 

Studio Classes 

• Will be taught in a variety of formats. 

• Some will be in person for those 3 or 4 students performing plus the instructor, 

with the balance of the class participating virtually. 

 

I want to express my appreciation to Michael Kroth and David Rayl who have been 

working tirelessly on these issues as well as four faculty/staff committees who have 

addressed issues regarding technology, 1:1 studio teaching, class teaching options, and 

ensemble work. 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming you back to campus.  We are fortunate to have 

the use of the spacious Billman Music Pavilion with additional spaces to study, perform, 

rehearse and practice.  All of our plans have been developed with your health and safety 

as well as your academic progress in mind.  We are also prepared to function virtually 

for those that have health concerns or circumstances that don’t permit an on-campus 

experience. 

 

We will be in touch with you as further details become available.  We hope you are 

having a productive and enjoyable summer.  Stay healthy and safe with our very best to 

you.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
James Forger 

Dean 


