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March 12, 2020 

 

Dear College of Music Faculty, 

 

Thank you for your cooperation as we navigate the challenges associated with 

COVID-19. We understand that this situation imposes extra burdens and 

increased anxiety on faculty, staff, and students.  

 

The following document contains essential information outlining how we will 

move forward as we transition to on-line instruction. It will also be posted on the 

College website and will be updated as needed. 

 

It is important that we document the continuity of instruction for the remainder 

of the semester. By 5 pm on Wednesday, March 18, I am asking you to submit 

an email outlining how you are delivering required instruction in all classes, 

ensembles, and applied lessons. Please send this email to Michael Kroth at 

kroth@msu.edu. 

  

Academic Classes: We need to transition to online instruction, preferably by 

Mon, 3/16. Please communicate with the students in your class NOW to let them 

know what to expect. They are understandably anxious. 

● Lyn Goeringer goering4@msu.edu and Chris Caudle caudlech@msu.edu 

(newly hired Technical Assistant in the College’s music computer lab) 

have generously agreed to assist faculty who have questions about 

moving their course online. Please check your email for information 

about their availability. They have offered to have face to face meetings 

with those that wish to discuss online course options. There is a signup 

sheet on Room 318 Music Practice Building for in person appointments 

tomorrow (Friday) between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

● Tomorrow (Friday) on-campus workshops will be led by College of Arts 

& Letters Assistant Dean of Academic and Research Technology Scott 

Schopieray, a phenomenal resource. All MSU faculty across campus are 

welcome to attend. You may RSVP at 

go.cal.msu.edu/remoteworkshops. Friday, March 13, at 1:00 p.m.-2:30 

p.m. - 107 Bessey Hall. 

● Ken Prouty proutyk@msu.edu also has considerable experience in 

teaching online and has offered his assistance. Please reach out to him 

directly. 

● MSU’s online resource to support educators in moving courses to remote 

instruction, keepteaching.msu.edu, is live and continues to be updated. 
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● Online course materials must comply with the requirements of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. The above can also assist with that. 

 

Applied lessons, like academic classes, can be delivered via Zoom 

https://msu.zoom.us or other remote platforms. This will be necessary for the 

many students who are no longer on campus. 

● In-person lessons are possible only if both the faculty member and 

student agree to do so. Lessons should be conducted in a space large 

enough to ensure appropriate social distancing (6 feet minimum). If 

needed, please feel free to reserve a larger space such as a classroom, 

rehearsal room, or performance space through the main office. Given 

these circumstances, it is possible that assigned collaborative pianists 

may not be available for in-person lessons. Under no circumstances 

should any student or collaborative artist be pressured to participate in an 

in-person lesson. 

● It is essential that faculty keep track of each lesson and how it was 

offered to ensure that students received the required instruction.  

  

Studio Class cannot be offered in-person, but may be offered remotely at the 

discretion of the instructor. 

 

Juries: Each area should modify jury requirements appropriate for this situation 

(amount of repertoire, student lack of access to accompaniment, etc.). The 

following examples of jury protocols should be considered. 

● Regular jury: students should record themselves and submit the recording 

to the instructor for evaluation and final grade. Jury comment form and 

jury grade should be submitted for each student. 

● Barrier/Exit Juries: the faculty member is responsible for sharing the 

recording with a minimum of two other area faculty members, who 

should approve, or not. Barrier/ Exit jury form should be signed and 

submitted by the faculty member or the Area Chair. 

 

Practice rooms, classrooms, and computer lab will remain available to 

students. 

 

Large ensemble rehearsals and performances will be suspended until April 20, 

2020, possibly through the end of the semester. Each conductor should 

determine additional assignments and the basis on which grades will be assigned 

for the semester. This is especially important for those students who are enrolled 

for credit as a requirement for their degree. 
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All performances, guest lectures, masterclasses, etc., with the exception of 

required degree recitals are canceled through April 20, 2020. It is unclear at this 

time whether any performances will occur after that date. Faculty should 

consider offering guest lectures/masterclasses via Zoom or other virtual 

platforms. 

  

All non-degree recitals will be canceled. 

  

Required degree recitals may be performed in Cook, Hollander, and Murray 

halls. We will attempt to reschedule those recitals currently scheduled in 

Fairchild. Because all classes are being offered remotely, there are many open 

times in Cook and Hollander. 

● Required degree recitals are not open to the public. Only family members 

and teachers may attend. Recitals will be livestreamed if at all possible. 

More information on livestreaming recitals will follow.  

● Required undergraduate recitals: the teacher may attend in person, view 

the livestream, or ask the student to record the performance. Signed 

programs are still required. 

● Required graduate recitals: our recommendation is that areas omit the 

pre-recital hearing, allow the student to perform the recital if the faculty 

member feels they are prepared, and require the student to submit a 

recording of the recital to the hearing committee for approval. Committee 

members must email their approval to Anne Simon at 

musgrad@msu.edu. 

 

MM Orals/DMA/PhD Defenses may be administered in-person, via Zoom or 

remote platform, or in a combination of those. If administered in person, they 

should not take place in faculty studios, but should be administered in a 

classroom space that allows for appropriate social distancing. 

  

Advising: In person advising will NOT be done. Students have the option for 

advising via phone or Zoom and have been emailed these options. 

  

Non-tenured Faculty Observations will be suspended. Any observations that 

have been completed should be forwarded to Michael Kroth. 

 

SIRS forms will be distributed at the end of the semester as required by the 

University. We, as a community, will need to be judicious in how we utilize 

SIRS from this semester. 

 

Library Hours: Please check the MSU Libraries main page for hours of 

operation and area closures https://lib.msu.edu. Please note that the Music 

Library area will be closed until April 20, 2020 but that music materials can be 
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retrieved as long as the Library remains open. Please see the Reference Desk if 

you need assistance.  

 

It is quite possible that this document does not address all of your questions or 

concerns. Please consider it a work in progress. And please know that human 

and technical resources are available to assist you in this challenging 

environment. Do not hesitate to contact me, Michael, David, or any of the above 

colleagues who have volunteered to assist.  

 

We are grateful for your willingness to adapt to this unprecedented situation in 

meaningful ways that serve all of our students. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
James Forger 

Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


