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thank you to those who generously support the Msu College of Music. Private gifts 
play a vital role in our ability to maintain and enhance the quality for the programs 
we offer. donations support student scholarships, fellowships, program endowment, 
instrument acquisitions, guest artists, outreach activities, operations, and many other 
crucial areas that make the College of Music an exemplary place of learning.

I N  A P P R E C I AT I O N

William David Brohn  
(‘s Wonderful – WCs)

Ruth Charles (that’s Amore)
Joanne and Bill Church  

(West Circle series and Cello Plus including 
Bach Plus #1 and #2)

April Clobes and Glen Brough  
(Bach Plus #2 – WCs)

Byron and Dee Cook  
(‘s Wonderful – WCs)

Martin Fuchs  
(russian Gems – WCs)

Belle and Julius Harris  
Visiting Artist Fund established  
by Dr. Lauren Julius Harris  
(Guest recital – russell sherman, piano)

Selma and the late Stanley Hollander 
(happy Birthday Mozart – WCs)

Doug and Ginny Jewell  
(Msu Professors of Jazz – opening Concert)

Hari Kern and the late Ralph R.  
Edminster, M.D. (Chopiniana – WCs)

Jerry Kutchey and Kathryn Snyder 
(Faculty recital – Minsoo sohn, piano)

Patrick and Victoria McPharlin  
(Msu Professors of Jazz – opening Concert)

MSU Federal Credit Union  
(showcase series and spartan spectacular)

Beth and the late Dr. Milton Muelder 
(A French Master: Claude debussy – WCs)

Craig and Lisa Murray  
(A Jazzy Little Christmas and Musique 21)

Linda Nelson  
(Msu – China Viii Faculty Concert, “A Great 
Wall of song” and Msu – China Viii student 
Concert, “two Platters – one Plate”)

Jerry Schuur and Elaine Karle  
(russian Gems – WCs)

Larry Snyder and Wendy Champness 
(Chamber Music Favorites – WCs)

Jack and Dottie Withrow  
(Jazz spectacular)

Wolverine Development Corporation, 
Joseph Maguire  
(A Jazzy Little Christmas)

The Worthington Family Foundation 
(opera season)

CONCERT SPONSORSHIPS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR
Home for the Holidays – $5,000

Opera Theatre production – The Magic Flute (fall) – $5,000 and  
La Bohème (spring) – $5,000

Faculty and guest artist recitals – $1,000

MAKE A GIFT
if you are interested in making a gift to the College of Music in support of our faculty 
and students, contact the College of Music Advancement office at (517) 353–9872 
or e–mail rebecca surian (surian@msu.edu) or Mike Morgan (morga200@msu.edu).

If you prefer, you can mail your gift to:
Msu College of Music Advancement office

Music Building, 333 W Circle drive, room 105
east Lansing, Mi 48824

Please make checks payable to Michigan state university and include the name of 
the fund or the area you wish to support in the memo line. to make a contribution 
online, please visit www.givingto.msu.edu.

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS 2013–14 SPONSORS



Cuban Overture
Panayis Lyras and Derek Kealii Polischuk, pianos

Somebody Loves Me
Fascinating Rhythm

Gwendolyn Burgett, marimba

Selections from Porgy and Bess
My Man’s Gone Now

Oh, Lady Be Good

I Got Plenty O’ Nuttin’

Embraceable You

Bess You Is My Woman

I Got Rhythm

It Ain’t Necessarily So

Molly Fillmore, soprano

Peter Lightfoot, baritone

Reginald Thomas, piano

~Intermission~

Three Preludes
Allegro ben ritmato e deciso

Andante con moto e poco rubato

Agitato

Ralph Votapek, piano

Rhapsody in Blue
Ralph Votapek, piano

Jon Weber, percussion

and the Beaumont Brass Quintet

P R O G R A M

A SPECIAL TEAM OF ARTISTS
Construction and Design Team

Michigan State University
todd Wilson, design and Construction Lead

Leisa Williams–swedberg, Construction superintendent

The Christman Company
Jay smith, executive Vice President

Craig smith, Project Manager
Leigh Woodbury, Jr., Project superintendent

dan hocker, Project engineer

SmithGroup JJR
William Jensen, Lead Architect
Chris Purdy, Principal in Charge

Mark Potter, senior Project Manager

Boora Architects
stephen Weeks, designer

Kirkegaard Associates
Anthony shou, Acoustical engineer
Joanne Chang, senior Consultant

Polyana Frangetto, senior Consultant
shimby McCreery, Acoustics and noise Control Consultant

Auerbach Pollock Friedlander
tom neville

steve Pollock

Genesis Designs
Genesis Garza, Lighting design

MSU Fairchild Subcontractors
Asbestos Abatement, inc., Blue star demolition, tCi, inc., Fessler & Bowman, inc., 

Granger Construction Company, edgar Boettcher Mason Contractors, inc.,  
Kirby steel, inc., Bornor restoration, Architectural Metals, inc.,  
Battle Creek Glass Works, Carrier Construction Company, inc.,  

William reichenbach Company, Foster specialty Floors, B & J Painting, inc.,  
Wolverine Fire Protection Company, Gunthorpe Plumbing & heating, inc.,  

u.s. sheet Metal Corporation, Building Control integrators LLC,  
summit Contractors, inc., detroit elevator Company, schindler elevator Corporation, 

American seating Company, tobins Lake sales, Wenger Corporation,  
seaway scaffold & equipment Company, deWitt Fence Company, nederveld, inc., 

soils and Materials engineers, inc., Fibertec industrial hygiene services, inc.,  
Boling Janitorial service, inc.

R E I N V E N T I N G  FA I R C H I L D



City Philharmonic and the Bay Area Women’s Philharmonic. ordman has been a 
featured soloist with many orchestras throughout the united states, including her 
solo debut at Carnegie hall performing donald erb’s “Concerto for trombone and 
orchestra” with the American symphony. she is a featured soloist on the Koss 
Classics’ Cd entitled “donald erb” and on the Cd entitled “simple Gifts” – the 
Music of Frank ticheli. 

Philip Sinder is professor of tuba and euphonium at the Michigan state university 
College of Music. his students are found in performance and teaching positions 
throughout the united states, and have won awards in numerous performance 
competitions. sinder has performed with many leading ensembles, including 
the detroit symphony, Chicago symphony, st. Louis symphony, and houston 
symphony. he is a founding member of the Brass Band of Battle Creek, and also 
performs frequently with the Lansing symphony and the Beaumont Brass Quintet 
of Msu. his solo tuba recording, “Aerodynamics,” has received strong critical 
acclaim, and he has performed on over 20 other ensemble recordings. he currently 
serves as chairman for the Leonard Falcone international euphonium and tuba 
Festival, and since 2005 has been a Valade teaching Fellow at the interlochen 
Arts Camp.

Ross Turner is principal trumpet of the Windsor symphony orchestra and 
the instructor of trumpet at the university of Windsor. he has performed with 
many orchestras including the Flint symphony, Lansing symphony, hamilton 
Philharmonic, Kitchener–Waterloo symphony, royal Winnipeg Ballet, the 
Canadian opera Company, orchestra London, thunder Bay symphony, the regina 
symphony, and the Victoria symphony. turner has also performed extensively in 
the commercial realm, including extensive tours of north America and Asia. he 
is currently a dMA candidate in trumpet performance at Msu and performs with 
Beaumont Brass.

Corbin Wagner, associate professor of horn, is a retiree of the detroit symphony 
orchestra. he is focusing on excellence in his new career while performing in 
orchestras in detroit and Grand rapids. he has just returned from a tour with 
detroit Chamber Winds and strings.   he is also a performer with the deutsche 
opera Chamber Players.   this fall his schedule will include work in spain with a 
new chamber orchestra.

ARTIST BIOS (BeAuMont BrAss Continued)

Gwendolyn Patricia Burgett is associate professor of percussion at the Michigan 
state university College of Music. Burgett has maintained a career as an active solo, 
chamber, and orchestral musician. she is currently the principal percussionist of 
the Lansing symphony and has performed with the detroit symphony, rochester 
Philharmonic orchestra, and the Grand rapids symphony, among others. Burgett 
was awarded the teacher–scholar Award from Michigan state university in 
January 2012. she was the winner of the Keiko Abe Prize at the second World 
Marimba Competition and received the Performer’s Certificate from the eastman 
school of Music. Burgett has also performed numerous solo recitals throughout 
the united states, europe, Asia, and south America. she has released two solo Cds 
on the Blue Griffin Label. Burgett holds degrees from the eastman school of Music, 
Peabody Conservatory, and the Yale school of Music.

Grammy award–winning soprano Molly Fillmore has sung with the Metropolitan 
opera, san Francisco opera, seattle opera, Washington national opera, 
Arizona opera, spoleto Festival, and oper der stadt Köln (Cologne opera.) her 
appearances as a concert soloist include performances with Boston symphony 
orchestra, seattle symphony, detroit symphony orchestra, and utah symphony, 
and at Carnegie hall, Avery Fisher hall, tanglewood Music Festival, interlochen 
Arts Festival, and the Kennedy Center Concert hall. her appearances in the Met’s 
Ring Cycle and their production of Satyagraha were shown live in movie theaters 
in 40 countries as part of the Met’s “Live in hd” series as well as on PBs’ Great 
Performances. she is on deutsche Grammophon’s dVd and Cd of Die Walküre from 
the Metropolitan opera. A magna cum laude graduate of American university in 
Washington, d.C., she also holds a M. Mus. degree from the university of Maryland 
and studied at the Franz–schubert–institut in Baden–bei–Wien, Austria. she is an 
associate professor of voice at the Michigan state university College of Music. 
upcoming engagements include the role of Marietta in Die tote Stadt for theater 
in st. Gallen, switzerland.

Peter Lightfoot described as “vocally brilliant” by Opera News has been heard 
with companies both here and abroad. he has performed with the new York 
City opera, the Greater Miami opera, the Wexford Festival, Mercatello Festival, 
L’opéra de nice, opera Cagli, and the houston Grand opera to name a few. he 
has appeared in such operatic roles as scarpia, rigoletto, Porgy, tonio, and Count 
Almaviva. Lightfoot has also been a soloist with orchestras both here and abroad.

he is a graduate of the Juilliard school of Music and winner of a national opera 
institute Grant and their Bronze Medal for performance. Lightfoot is delighted to 
have joined the faculty at Michigan state university’s College of Music where he 
is associate professor of voice. his Cd of sea Chanties, American songs, native 
American songs, and spirituals will be released soon under the Blue Griffin Label 
and through a hArP grant from Michigan state university.

A R T I S T  B I O S



Panayis Lyras, winner of the silver Medal at the 1981 Van Cliburn international 
Piano Competition, and first prize winner of the Gina Bachauer and William Kapell 
international Piano Competitions, has been seen and heard by millions of television 
viewers on PBs and the A&e network. he has given recitals at Lincoln Center and 
the Kennedy Center, and performed with the orchestras of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
st. Louis, dallas, Minnesota, and san Francisco, among others. he is professor of 
piano and artist–in–residence at the Msu College of Music.

Derek Kealii Polischuk is associate professor of piano and director of piano 
pedagogy at the Michigan state university College of Music. Polischuk studied at 
the university of southern California thornton school of Music, where he received 
the doctor of Musical Arts degree with distinction under the tutelage of renowned 
concert artist daniel Pollack. At Michigan state university, Polischuk has been the 
recipient of the Curricular service–Learning and Civic engagement Award, and 
the teacher–scholar Award, given in recognition of exceptional skill in teaching. 
his piano solo and chamber music recordings appear on the Centaur and Blue 
Griffin labels. 

Ken Prouty is associate professor of musicology and jazz studies and chair of 
the musicology and ethnomusicology area in the College of Music at Michigan 
state university where he teaches courses in jazz history, American music, and 
popular music. his book, Knowing Jazz: Community, Pedagogy and Canon in the 
Information Age, was published by the university Press of Mississippi in 2012. 
Prouty has authored articles in scholarly journals such as Jazz Perspectives, 
Popular Music and Society, Jazz Research Journal, The Journal of Music History 
Pedagogy, and Critical Studies in Improvisation, and has presented at numerous 
scholarly conferences through north America and europe. his current research 
project examines the history of the trombone in jazz and popular music through 
the 1920s. he holds a Ph.d. in ethnomusicology from the university of Pittsburgh, 
as well as an M.M. from the university of north texas, where he was a trombonist 
with the renowned one o’Clock Lab Band.

Reginald (“Reggie”) Thomas joined the faculty of Msu in the fall of 2011 teaching 
jazz theory, piano, and improvisation. thomas is also a consultant/clinician for 
Jazz at Lincoln Center working with the essentially ellington Program and Band 
director Academy, and has served on several summer jazz faculties across the 
country and abroad. he remains an active clinician/adjudicator, guest artist, and 
guest director at high schools, colleges, and festivals nationally and internationally. 
these have included Jazz education network Conference, the Barbican Center, the 
Alberta international Band Festival and various All state conferences throughout 
the country. 

reggie thomas performs with his own groups and as a sideman with great artists 
including hamiett Blueit, Ann hampton Callaway, and the Count Basie orchestra. 

A R T I S T  B I O S  (Continued)

recordings include his own Fade to Blue with wife Mardra, standard time, and 4 as 
well as work with Clay Jenkins, Kim richmond, and Clark terry/Mike Vax.

Ralph Votapek has shown a wide–ranging interest in music of all periods and styles, 
from Bach to the avant–guard. though refusing to specialize in any particular 
composer, he has sometimes been identified with the music of George Gershwin. 
At the age of seventeen he performed the rhapsody in Blue with Paul Whiteman in 
Milwaukee. since then he has performed the rhapsody and the Concerto in F with 
numerous orchestras, including those of Chicago, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, detroit, 
houston, and dallas, as well as overseas in taipei, Lisbon, Minsk, Buenos Aires, 
Montevideo, and sao Paulo. he recorded Gershwin’s second rhapsody on London 
records with Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops. tonight’s complete, unabridged 
performance is an arrangement for piano, brass quintet, and percussion by Brian 
Buerkle – trumpeter of the spectrum Brass.

Jon Weber is instructor of percussion at the Michigan state university College of 
Music, where he teaches applied percussion lessons, percussion ensemble, salsa 
band, and the Michigan state drumline. he has performed and presented clinics 
throughout the united states, and in the summer of 2012 served as a clinician for 
multiple bands and orchestras and performed a recital in Colombia. he has served 
as a clinician at the Percussive Arts society international Convention multiple 
times. Weber has performed with the Grand rapids symphony orchestra, the 
Lansing symphony orchestra, the Brass Band of Battle Creek, the Flint symphony 
orchestra, the saginaw Bay symphony orchestra, the new York solsti orchestra, 
and the santa Clara Vanguard. he is percussionist for the world fusion group the 
nomads. in 2009, he founded the Michigan state university salsa band, salsa 
Verde, which performs across Michigan. Weber is a Yamaha Performing Artist. 

BEAUMONT BRASS

Rich Illman has been at Msu since 1990. he is currently a member of the Beaumont 
Brass (the Faculty Brass Quintet at Msu), the Millennium Brass, the Lansing 
symphony orchestra, and the Lansing symphony Big Band. he is also a proponent 
of the use of multi–media and did a recital in recently with his entire studio at 
the Planetarium in Grand rapids as part of the international trumpet Guild 
Conference. since 2002, he and his wife, Jo Martinie, have given presentations 
on yoga for wind musicians all around the world and at most of the international 
trumpet Guild Conferences. 

Ava Ordman, associate professor of trombone, joined the faculty at Msu in 2002. 
she is the principal trombonist of the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music 
orchestra and the Lansing symphony orchestra. Prior to her appointment at Msu, 
ordman was principal trombone of the Grand rapids symphony for 24 years and 
had also performed with the st. Louis symphony, the detroit symphony, the Kansas 


